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ñModern civilization will not collapse from a lack of 

resources or a war--it will collapse from the crush 

of information. I am only half joking.ñ 

ñContent Curation: Contributing to Improved 

Findabilityò by Seth Earley. Information Outlook, 

December 2011, p. 14. 
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Two Case Studies 

ÂExploratorium 

ÂPacific Energy 
Center 

Soap Film Painting 

Image by S. Schwartzenberg 
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Exploratorium  

Â Science, Art and 
Human Perception 

Â Hands-on science in 
over 500 interactive 
exhibits 

Â Museum as an 
educational center 

Â 14,000 indexed assets 

Â Images, PDFs, Word 
files, audio and video 
files 

 Pinscreen Faces 

Image by A. Snyder 
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EDAM 
Exploratorium Digital Asset Management 

Â IMLS funded 

Â 2001-2003 

Â 2.75 FTE staff 
 

Recollections 

Image by N. Rodger 
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Audiences 

Â Educators 

ÂMuseum Partners 

ÂCommercial Media 

Â Journalists 

ÂHistorical 

Researchers 

Â Staff Salt Piece 

Image by A.Snyder 
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Departments 
ÂMedia Production 

and Marketing 

Â  Learning Tools 

Â Photography 

Â Public Information 

Â Teacher 

Professional 

Development 

Â Exhibit Services 
Rotunda at Night 
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Central vs. Departmental Catalogs 
Â Central: best quality, both 

high and med resolution; 
full indexing; available to 
all staff and partly to 
external audiences 

Â Departmental Catalogs: 
range of quality and 
resolution; partial 
indexing; limited 
availability. Designed to 
help departments control 
access to their material. 

Fracture in Granite 

Image by P. Doherty 
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Conceptual Framework 

Categories / Keywords 

Â By Audience 

Â By Conceptual Area 

Â By Exhibit Name 

Â By Phenomena 

Â By Date 

Â By Place 

Â By Event 

 

Light Walk 
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Field Structure  
Â Asset Creator 

ÂOther Contributor 

ÂCaption 

Â Exhibit Builder 

Â Person Portrayed 

ÂMaster Format 

ÂMaster Location 

Â Asset Quality 

ÂCopyright 

Bubbles 
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Dissemination 

Â Internal Network  

 

Â External Web  

 

Brine Shrimp Ballet 
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